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In spite of some biting differences, nowhere is a truer portrait of 
Bebel's heroic yokefellow Liebknecht. It is the very inflexibility of 
this hardy character which brings out the genius for politics which 
made Bebel a statesman of the proletariat. In years of incessant com- 
mittee work he learned the human side of his problem — the pliancy 
and gift for compromise which make political mastery possible. There 
is genuine documentary value in passages, for example, like those which 
close the chapter on " My Life in Parliament " or again (page 267) 
on Bebel's opinion as to the origin of Schaeffle's second and rather 
surprising study on " The Impracticability of Social Democracy." 

This installment of nineteen chapters brings us only to the elections 
of 1878, after the second attempt by Nobling on the life of the Em- 
peror. The wide reading it has secured among classes wholly outside 
Socialism is not only a tribute to the man who held his party to the 
end ; it is also a cheering sign that the issues raised by Socialism may 
be met in future on a higher level as to fighting methods. This book 
is but one of many to tell us what the prison has done for the cause, 
first by creating an invincible sympathy and second by offering the one 
chance for that reflective leisure to perfect plans, send out appeals of 
ten- fold greater influence, to write songs, leaflets and books with " the 
aching passion of the prison " in them. 

John Graham Brooks. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Further Reminiscences. By H. M. Hyndman. London, Mac- 
millan and Company, 191 2. — ix, 545 pp. 

In the Record of An Adventurous Life Mr. Hyndman had already 
told his life-story in a fifteen-shilling volume. Its success prompted 
him to this added venture of nearly 550 pages, in which there is much 
less sobriety than in the first. It is more " genially imprudent," to 
use one of his own terms applied to another person. Many names of 
note whom the author counts among his friends are not spared , though 
few fare so ill as John Burns. Bernard Shaw, Keir Hardie, Ramsey 
Macdonald and Sidney Webb do not escape unscathed. A certain in- 
vincible benevolence takes the sting out of most of these strictures, 
though if John Burns (as he threatens) writes his own personal docu- 
ment, Mr. Hyndman will find much racy reference to himself. 

The twenty -three chapters of the present volume carry us from 1 889 
to the festivity in honor of this veteran's seventieth birthday en the 7th 
of March, 191 2. Walter Crane was in the chair, with Shaw, Wells, 
Hunter Watts, Tom Mann and many others gathered at the board. 
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Letters and telegrams from distinguished and rebellious folk from all 
over the world poured in upon the hero of the hour — Bebel, Guesde, 
Zangwill, Frederic Harrison, Maurice Hewlett, Galsworthy and others. 
From Alfred Russell Wallace came a letter worth reproducing. 

I have long been an admirer of Mr. Hyndman's long and continuous 
work for Socialism. When I was in the outer darkness of individualism 
with Mill and Spencer, he tried to convert me by letter. I wish I could 
dine with him, but I have not dined (in the gastronomic sense) for twenty 
years or more. I was first and once for all converted to Socialism by Bel- 
lamy's convincing work. 

Perhaps the fittest phrase spoken at the gathering was by H. G. 
Wells who insisted that he was " an outsider." It was Hyndman's 
" magnificent obstinacy " to which he paid tribute. Though Wells 
differed from all Marxist orthodoxy, the laugh he thought was just now 
with the orthodox, and " Hyndman was more right than ever." 

" Magnificent obstinacy " characterizes the strength and the weak- 
ness which this long record reveals. Confident in the necessity of 
political action and contemptuous of Syndicalism, Hyndman never 
yielded to Fabian policies or to those compromised with liberalism 
which have left the Independent Labor Party with so colorless a record. 
Fabians have only ' ' carefully perverted a number of promising young 
university men from the paths of scientific Socialism and real coopera- 
tion with the mass of the workers to a permanent occupation of an 
upper chamber furnished, where superior persons discuss social prob- 
lems and propound doctrinaire solutions with little or no direct refer- 
ence to the actual facts of life." Bernard Shaw is " a self-deceived 
reactionary ' ' in practical life and a ' ' well-meaning farceur on the 
platform, in the library and on the stage." Sidney Webb with all 
his industry is only maintaining " a half-way house with very poor 
liquor." Of Lloyd George and his budget no enraged land-owning 
duke could speak with more contempt than does Mr. Hyndman. To 
no volume could one turn for a more consistent account of the orig- 
inal temperamental differences between the Marx orthodoxies and all 
that revisionist and reform methods in Socialism represent. This is 
the main value of the volume. The author's record shows us why he 
should come " so near " and yet never get into Parliament. 

What has long been known on the inside but never so frankly pub- 
lished, is his plain telling of the suicide of Marx's daughter Eleanor. 
Even this he does not tell at its worst. No more sinister figure has 
ever cast its shadow on the movement than that of Dr. Aveling. 
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The final chapter rings with the defiant note of one who is proud of 
his own chronicle. He goes to the Trades Union Congress of 19 12 
only to find it perplexed and inefficient. " What feeling can any man 
of sense have for such imbecile floundering but contempt? " Even the 
new Labor Exchanges and the Insurance Act are only cowardly devices 
to hide the real facts. Better far is the general strike carefully pre- 
pared, with adequate storage of food beforehand, which should be so 
thoroughly carried out as to compel the surrender of the classes in 
possession to the overwhelming majority of the nation. 

Two signs seem to him most unhappy — the tributes paid to General 
Booth at his funeral, to one who was "no more than a dexterous old 
charlatan," and the disinterment of the single-tax nostrum by "a crew 
of wealthy Radicals " like Joseph Fels and company. All these futili- 
ties serve only to divert the attention from Mr. Hyndman's real cure, 
which lies in an uncompromising acceptance cf the Socialist principle 
in the sense that private profit in all wealth creation is to be once for 
all eliminated. Only then can we even " understand what the next 
steps in the progress of humanity must be." With this " magnificent 
obstinacy " the book ends. 

John Graham Brooks. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Panama, the Creation, Destruction, and Resurrection. By 
Philippe Bunau-Varilla. New York, McBride, Nast and Com- 
pany, 1914. — xx, 588 pp. 

The Panama Gateway. By JOSEPH Backxin Bishop. New 
York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913. — xvi, 459 pp. 

Panama, the Creation, Destruction, and Resurrection is a remark- 
ably interesting and timely volume, dealing with an important and dis- 
puted phase of recent history. The work is at once the history of the 
Panama canal project, from its inception up to the time of the com- 
pletion of the transfer of the French interests to the United States, and 
an autobiography of the author in his relation to this project. 

M. Philippe Bunau-Varilla is a French engineer of ability and repu- 
tation, who at different times has had charge of important engineering 
tasks. As a student in the Ecole de Polytechnique he became imbued 
with the idea of becoming actively associated in the work of the 
Panama canal. For some time he was chief engineer of the project. 
His honor and pride were deeply wounded and involved in the dis- 
grace following the failure of the Panama Canal Company and its at- 



